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Robin Starbuck
United States / 8 Min
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A visually poetic encounter with the ice and water of the northern Arctic Sea. Shot entirely north of Disko Bay Greenland. 



The Intersection

Jessamine Irwin
United States / 30 Min
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Cecile reconnects with the French of her childhood thanks to recently arrived Franco-African immigrants, like Tresor, seeking asylum in Lewiston, Maine. As history repeats itself, Cecile develops a close friendship with the new arrivals that helps Cecile finally find her pride in her own heritage. 


Invisible Machines

Yelena Guzman
Canada, United States / 24 Min
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An experimental ethnographic film about captioners who use stenotype machines to transcribe speech to text in real time for d/Deaf students in the classroom. The film reflexively recreates the gaps in the work of interpretation and translation by messing with its own audio track, offering viewers a way to feel what is at stake in real-time captioning. Even while the film renders the face and voice of the protagonist here invisible, it foregrounds the "access intimacy" between a captioner and a student, and argues for what is lost when captioners are replaced by talk-to-text.


Island of Elephants

Lenore Rinder
India/ 17 Min
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At Dubare, one of India’s Elephant Camps, twenty-six elephants are tamed and “socialized” to mix with the public. We hear from a veterinarian and an animal activist who share how these wild, majestic animals are captured and taken care of, in efforts to save and conserve elephants threatened by poachers and encroachment.
Just a Fight

John Grady
United States / 13 Min
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A man at mid-life tells us about the fights he had with other men when he was a kid. Precipitated by conflicts over girls and slights too numerous to mention, these fights illuminate an important way that men learn invaluable life lessons about negotiating status in a world of inequality.  A tale of the hidden injuries of class reported from a victor’s perspective, Just a Fight suggests that the way of life that accepted the fist fights as a vehicle for redressing grievance may have simultaneously created institutional forms that, at least, promise a route to imagining and performing equality.


Kickoff

Roser Corella, Stefano Obino 
Germany, Kyrgyzstan, Spain / 77 Min
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In a small village in the mountains of Kyrgyzstan, where conservative traditions confine women to domestic duties, Gazi challenges the status quo by organising a women's football tournament. As she strives to empower the women and break social taboos, Gazi must navigate through cultural resistance, unveiling a compelling story of resilience, and social change in this unique setting.


Lady Chief

Sarah Bromley
Ghana / 11 Min
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Lady Chief is the story of how an elderly Ghanaian woman becomes the only female clan chief in her home village of Kukurantumi, Ghana, despite her unconventional life path and resistance within the local chief hierarchy.  After building a nonprofit that serves rural parts of Ghana by starting local libraries, Nana is met with the decision of running for her clan’s chief. While she faces backlash from a local head chief and becomes only the second woman in the history of her clan to contest for the role, her determination and loyalty to her home village triumphs as the film shows her amongst her people at an annual celebration.

The Lama’s Son

Kesang Tseten
Nepal / 52 Min
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In Nepal's Himalaya, a Bonpo Lama awaits his son to return from NY to take over his ancient role. It is a sign of a society crumbling, exacerbated by climate change. There are still  outposts in the Himalaya where tradition thrives, but for how long. The Lama realises his son is right in thinking the future is elsewhere.




The Last Picture Shows

Rustin Thompson
United States / 52 Min
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Journeys into the American West on a search for traces of what was once a center of small-town life: the movie theater. Long abandoned and forgotten cinemas; movie houses that have fallen into disrepair; theaters recently closed, theaters struggling to hold on, and theaters that--thanks to their thoughtful caretakers--are not only surviving but thriving. The Last Picture Shows reminds viewers that even in vast cinema deserts, there are oases of community and gathering that remain, where the movie house continues to be a place of wonder, contemplation, and connection.


Life Where the Dead Rest

Elin Maria Landgren
Sweden / 27 Min
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Over the course of a year, the film takes us into Kikas Cemetery and the people who work there. Though the place is closely tied to sorrow and death, it also brims with vitality and joy. This poetic documentary offers a tender glimpse into a world where grief and life coexist.



Lights in the City

Ignazio Figus
Italy / 18 Min
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On the night of 16th to 17th January, many towns in Sardinia celebrate Sant'Antonio abate. The communities gather around the fire, which is the central element of the celebrations, to ask the thaumaturge saint for graces and miracles. The lighting of bonfires is deeply linked to the symbolism of light and warmth that comes to break the cold and darkness of winter, marking the awakening of nature and the growth of crops. 


The Long Road Home

Barbara Anne Lindstrom
United States / 7 Min
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Based on the true story of a teenage girl who escaped twice from a concentration camp and finally freed herself and 3 other young women.  



Maasai Eunoto

Kire Godal
Kenya / 34 Min
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Through the voices of warriors and elders during their emotional rite of passage in 2022, ‚ Maasai Eunoto follows the vanishing Maasai warrior passage to elder-hood revealing the hidden past & present of one of Africa’s most important cultural initiation ceremonies. The indigenous Maasai are fighting to keep their traditions alive today. 


Macula

Mariana X. Rivera
Mexico / 25 Min
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It is within the macula, at the back of the eye, that the images are fixed in the retina. Sonia’s gradual vision loss becomes the filmographic allegory that allows her daughter to make a journey to unveil the events that had been kept in silence until then, and that had eclipsed the primeval memories of her gestation and birth. 


MAGPIE

Ian Gibbons
United States / 4 Min
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The Australian Magpie has extraordinary vocal ability, trilling and carolling a wide range of calls, often together, and often at night. The audio for this piece was developed around a recording I made of a magpie singing at night behind our house. I transcribed two of the melodies and then worked out how to play and arrange them. The chorus includes the actual voice of the magpie. The audio during the credits is an unedited sample of three magpies caroling on a still winter's night. The video is animated from footage of magpies around our house, in Belair National Park, and on the Victorian coast during a storm; local trees at night; and the word "magpie".


MARIMARI

Paul Wolffram
Papua New Guinea / 52 Min
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In a land where witches are still accused, tortured, and burnt, one woman does all she can to rescue and rehabilitate the survivors. Evelyn Kunda is a subsistence farmer, teacher, a human rights defender, and the only woman from her village who doesn’t believe that she is surrounded by witches. MARIMARI takes the audience into the villages, towns, and urban slums of Highlands Papua New Guinea where she fights to rescue and rehabilitate the survivors of sorcery violence. In the face of an almost ubiquitous belief in sorcery, this moving and cinematic, verite style film intimately observes her as she assists three families struggling to put their lives back together following violent attacks. 

Memoria Collectiva

Cristina Colmenares, Manuel-Antonio Monteagudo
Peru / 15 Min
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In 1983, during the darkest days of Peru’s Armed Conflict with the Shining Path, masked soldiers entered Adelina’s home and took her husband away. She would never see him again. After facing silence and contempt from the Police and Army, Adelina joins forces with the many other women who have lost their husbands and children to soldiers who were supposed to protect them. Together, they will unite to demand justice.


Milton’s Mulberry

Tony Eva
United Kingdom / 20 Min
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Explores the rich history of the ancient black mulberry tree in the Fellow’s Garden of Christ’s College, Cambridge, UK. Intertwining horticulture, poetry, and politics, it traces King James I’s failed silk industry, Milton’s radical legacy, and the tree’s role in college life today. We follow Milton’s journey from his formative years, through his association with Oliver Cromwell, to publishing his seminal work, Paradise Lost. The tree represents a powerful symbol of artistic expression, colonial enterprise, and enduring freedom of thought.


MISHA

Paul De Roo
Belgium / 52 Min
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An impressive portrait of Mikhail Bezverkhni, a 73-year-old top musician of Russian origin, who won the Queen Elisabeth Violin Competition in Brussels in 1976. On his return, he was put under house arrest by the KGB for 14 years. Only in 1990, after the implosion of the Soviet Union, could he emigrate to Belgium. He now lives on the seamy side of society appearing as a shabby street musician who plays beautiful pieces from the repertoire of great composers. But his appearance is only the veil of his ambivalent relationship to the public. He rejects bourgeois success and money. He wants to be Prometheus, who brings the music of the gods to the people.


Monument

Jeremy Drummond
Canada / 17 Min
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Beginning in ghostly abstraction and accumulating texture by texture into a droning meditative trance, Monument deepens to a visual and sonic intensity, mixing Super 8 film with video footage to create a complicated, multilayered encounter with the tension of protest and reclamation. A vivid and energetic durational experience of collective resistance and celebration.


My Voice Journey

Hasmik Gasparyan
United Kingdom / 17 Min
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In times of connected disconnection can our VOICE bring us closer to others and to ourselves? Do singing activities with vulnerable groups have a ‘healing effect’ and alter the unique relationship between a person and their voice for the better?  To find answers to these questions, we follow the voice journeys of vulnerable representatives of the community choir in Middlesbrough, the town known as one of  'the worst places to live in England'.


On Hannah Fields

Lewis Heriz
United Kingdom / 4 Min
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A patch of land in Derby, UK, is adopted by an ex-NHS Psychiatric Nurse and transformed by a cyclical system of recovery. A poetic portrait of a place, the people who support it and that it supports.



On the Land of the Jingpo

Hanyu Chen
China / 16 Min
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Documents the daily life and labor of a Jingpo family in Dehong, Yunnan, moving through fields, firewood areas and other living spaces, revealing their reflections on individual fate, cross-border labor, tradition, and changing times.


On the Roofs of Those Who Sleep

Antonello Pisano Murgia
Italy / 15 Min
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The wandering souls of the rediscovered Necropolis of Tuvixeddu, eternal ghosts in search of a broader meaning to human responses, become singers of the history of the city and of what remains of the Necropolis and its artistic emergencies.



One Nation, Divisible

Tracey Anarella
United States / 71 Min
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In a relentless pursuit of justice, a chaplain, a lawyer, law enforcement officers, and grieving families unite to confront the devastating effects of U.S. policies on Native peoples, as they search for answers to the crisis of Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and Relatives (MMIWR), battling to prevent further vanishings and murders.


Our Neighbors in Néhou
Zeke Hanson
France, U.S. / 28 Min
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An American family meets the French family that lived by their grandfather during WWII.

Ox

Beñat Gereka Bikuña
Spain / 10 Min
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There was a time when oxen carved silent furrows and carried the life of the farmhouse with their slow, steady pace.

Today, their footsteps echo in the village squares, dragging stones and memory.

The land and the labor, transformed into tradition.


Paloma Negra: The Queen of Amphetamines

Jesús Pamplona, Javier Muriel
Spain / 52 Min
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A criminal past begins with drug dealing in Colombia and continues with the birth of “La Negra” in Amsterdam: a top-level drug trafficker who made it to the list of the five most wanted women by Interpol. To hide herself and avoid capture, she looked for an unwary guy. She found Jesus Pamplona. After almost ten years without any contact, Jesus decides to reconstruct the image of former roommate and friend, Paloma. It is a difficult task, since their friendship is full of silences, lies, and absences.


Pulse

Joseph Dahdah
Canada / 14 Min
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In a world of perpetual motion, worker and machine exist in a rhythmic dance of function and maintenance. Through an immersive, sensory-driven experience, the film amplifies the mechanical hums, rhythmic clanks, and ceaseless whirring that shape their shared existence. Shifting perspectives between the precise motions of the machine and the labouring hands of the man, the film explores their unspoken relationship--blurring the lines between observer and observed. As gears grind and routines repeat, who truly relies on whom?


Rag Dolls

Amy Adler
Mexico / 12 Min
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Two women living with disabilities in Mexico face challenges, yet find ways to love and care for each other.




Regina B

Frances Barth
United States / 13 Min
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A portrait of the painter Regina Bogat, who at the age of 84 had her first solo show at Zurcher Gallery in New York, presenting work from the 1960’s. These paintings had only been seen once at her loft party. A part of the 10th Street art scene, Regina was the only woman artist working in the Bowery Studio building with Mark Rothko, James Brooks, Ray Parker and other Abstract Expressionists. A natural raconteur and independently minded painter, Regina subsequently married the painter Alfred Jensen and has continuously painted throughout her life. 


Run and Drive

Hubert Hayaud
Guatamala, Mexico, U.S. / 24 Min
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Run and Drive follows Julio, a Guatemalan driver, as he hauls two wrecked cars, one hitched to the other, from San Diego to Quetzaltenango. Like thousands of others, he buys vehicles declared “total loss” by American insurers in order to repair and resell them back home, part of a cascading economy of recycling. With only a few spoken lines, the film relies on a meditative soundtrack that amplifies the solitude and contemplative rhythm of this long road trip across borders.
Sacred Coils

Davide Petrosino
Italy/ 18 Min
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In the Abruzzo region of Italy in a small village of Cocullo, a religious ritual in honour of Saint Dominic brings the population into close contact with the snakes of the area. A coexistence based on love, respect and a veil of mysticism.




The Sea in the Blood

Fernando Martín Llorente, Elsa Suárez Ucieda
Haiti / 19 Min
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"Silence reveals stories that our eyes fail to see."

We traveled to Haiti, to a small fishing village on the shores of the Caribbean Sea, in search of stories of resilience. During the shooting, we discovered how its inhabitants are deeply shaped by the stories they have been told since childhood.




The Sky Is Falling

John Bright Mann
United States / 9 Min
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Shot in S16mm film, seven performers embody the defensiveness and chilling anxiety resulting from walling themselves off from the natural world, finally losing focus, then function.




Sleeping With the Dragon

Mark L. Feinsod
United States / 10 Min
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A first-person comedic documentary set in the 1980s. When Mark L. Feinsod was in middle school, he and his friends Mike and Steve had a Dungeons & Dragons campaign they took seriously. Once their friend Bindul joined in. They encountered a dragon and to everyone else’s surprise, Bindul insisted he wanted to have sex with it. Now, decades later, nobody can agree upon what happened next in this hilarious movie about memory, friendship and childhood.


Small and Big

Zelamir Gvardiol
Serbia / 33 Min
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23 years after the bombing of Serbia in 1999, the dropping of depleted uranium bombs and the destruction of chemical plants by NATO pact, the documentary team travels in search of survivors. After the ecological genocide, permanently polluted water, air and land continue to poison. 



Sounds of Weeping: Funeral Marches in Maltese Society and Culture

Simon Farrugia, Philip Ciantar
Malta / 10 Min
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An ethnographic film that delves into the emotional spaces created by funeral marches on the Mediterranean island of Malta. While Maltese wind bands are often celebrated for their vibrant festa marches, this documentary shifts focus to the evocative funeral marches that serve as spaces for personal and communal expressions of grief. 



Spark in the Meadow

Bernardita Llanos
Chile / 17 Min
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Law student Sofía Brito experienced sexual harassment by her professor, a renowned attorney and member of the Supreme Tribunal of Chile. As his research assistant, she worked with him on exceptions to legalize abortion. Her story was the spark that ignited the feminist surge across colleges in 2018. Students occupied schools, facilities in mass and marched in the street to denounce machismo, male abuse and violence.



The Spin Disturber

Hélène Lebon
Canada / 10 Min
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On Prince Edward Island, vinyl is making a comeback as an act of resistance in the digital age. Blending nostalgia and authenticity, this cinematic essay explores the beauty of the tangible and the magic of etched sound, as an entrepreneur and artists reinvent a deep, intimate connection to music and time.




Summer Mass

Jacopo Ficulle
Italy / 6 Min
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Francesco, Michele and Marcello are about to play in the band for the first time. The village moves in unison, flooding the main streets of the old town. The lights of the merry-go-rounds remain lit until well into the night. The feast of Saint Anthony coincides with the peak of public life in Amantea: it is June the 12th and for the children, their parents and the elderlies, summer has finally begun. 


The Time of Life

Ioannis Koutouzis
France, Greece / 27 Min
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Playful, sly, sometimes aloof, always quizzical, their eyes are beckoning you to embark on a journey. Of those who won’t leave you unaffected, all you have to do is go through that luminous gate, let yourself imbibe the light, enter into the common room, the playroom. This world which looks so severe, this universe of silence and murmurings, is oddly chatty.




Sunrise Xuejian

Chin-Fa Chen
Taiwan / 28 Min
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The story of a park ranger from the Atayal people, one of Taiwan’s Indigenous groups, who reflects on his father’s legacy as he watches the daily sunrise over Xuejian in his hometown, Taiwan. For three generations, his family has dedicated itself to this profession, forging a deep and inseparable bond with the mountains and forests. The protagonist, An-Liang, also brings his son along, retracing the paths once traveled by his father. 

A Tale of Two Quallunaat

Kelly Jean Saxberg, Navalik Tologanak 
Canada / 48 Min
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This documentary, narrated by Martha Flaherty, tells the tale of two Qallunaat women from Thunder Bay, Ontario who travelled to Pond Inlet in the early 1970s and left a unique legacy of stories, film footage and sketches. Inuk Elder, Navalik Tologanak brings Sheila Burnford’S non-fiction book One Woman’s Arctic, her film footage and hundreds of Susan Ross sketches to share with Elders and youth. The faces and stories of the people documented by the two artists more than 50 years ago are shared in the spirit of reconciliation. 


Ten Cents: The Photography of Mike Flynn

Wyatt Otero
United States / 11 Min
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An ad posted on Craigslist.com leads Wyatt, a filmmaker, to Mike, a 78-year-old photographer who has spent decades quietly creating masterful work. From forged press credentials to psychic monasteries, Mike's stories are as astonishing as his photos. Together, they sit down to explore the life of a great artist who never valued the price of his art more than the ten cents of paper it cost to print on.


Time to Land

Vincent Gaullier
France, Belgium, Senegal / 90 Min
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Bruno Latour was a philosopher of ecology, a field thinker. From a field in Finistere, a housing estate in Wallonia, the outskirts of a Senegalese port or the foothills of the Alps, these “Earthly people” attempt to describe their territories, explore their dependencies, try to marry geology, biology and sociology. Each in their own way, they are participating in the emergence of an “ecological class.” It's an impetus that Bruno was hoping and praying would help create a balance of power to defend a habitable world.


Tristan in Paradise

Andrew G. Taylor
Australia / 6 Min
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A French back-packer joins the Koonibba Roosters, the oldest Aboriginal football team in Australia. A short film portrait about history and Empire, memory and forgetting, Joachim Murat and Outback football.

Tumbling Towards Home

Imelda O’Reilly
Ireland / 15 Min
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A coming-of-age story about Malcolm Adams, an Irish immigrant who moves to New York in 1989 to study acting under Alan Langdon. He works through the grief from the loss of his mother and his friend Philip Seymour Hoffman. This leads to his decision of where to put his hat down and call it home. 


Urban Art in Bogota

Enrique F. Pilozo
Colombia / 4 Min
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Brief explosions of colors and artistic manifestations on the walls of Bogota.


Vishnumaya: Making a Deity

Wes Shrum, Antony Palackal, N.B. Lekha
Kerala, India / 15 Min
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Among many Hindu gods is a unique deity in South India who has a special relationship with his devotees. Narrated by two sisters, this documentary follows the evolution of a deity, once exclusively for the lower castes, but now popular among all levels of society.



Why Wouldn’t You?

Maria Loftus 
Ireland / 14 Min
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We are living in a time when misinformation, political scapegoating, and targeted fear campaigns are increasingly used to demonise and marginalise people seeking protection. This environment has made it even more urgent for communities, educators, and advocates to respond with truth, empathy, and action. This film showcases the stories of grassroots solidarity in the inner city in Dublin, illustrating how ordinary people are choosing to stand with those experiencing forced displacement rather than succumbing to fear or apathy.

Writing a Wrong

Richard Lee Fertell
France / 5 Min
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True Story.  Important footnote in French History, Book-making History, and possibly Jewish History. Acceptable for children and connoisseurs of hand drawn cartoons.  Includes academic references.  


X-Evangelicals

Paul Nethercott
United States / 5 Min

[image: A person wearing glasses and a gray shirt
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X-Evangelicals is about a few individuals who found the courage to reinvent themselves. Every story is unique. The common theme? "To be who we want to be, we chose a new pathway, a new identity." The personal stories are a window into the complex reasons why some have chosen to abandon entire belief structures, friends, and family, to reinvent themselves.
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